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Press Release  

DISCOVER BELGIUM 

 

7.6 million foreign tourists visited Belgium in 2013 and the number grows every year. 

Also Vietnamese tourists show an increasing interest for Belgium.  

 

To highlight Belgium's attractiveness for Vietnamese tourists, a networking conference 

'Discover Belgium' will take place on Thursday 2 April, at the Belgian Embassy in 

Hanoi. The conference is co-organized by the Belgian Embassy, Brussels Invest & 

Export and Flanders Investment and Trade. A selected group of journalists and travel 

agents will discover Belgium's top attractions in both leisure and conference tourism 

industry. The participants will also have the chance to taste Belgium's finest 

delicatessen:  Belgian chocolate, Belgian food and a variety of Belgian beers. 

 

Here are some reasons why you should put Belgium on your must-see list for 2015. 

Belgium today is a vibrant, open and creative society with talent in arts, architecture, 

scientific research, gastronomy, fashion and design. Our rich history left us with a 

unique patrimony of beautiful cities. When you think of Belgium, the first city that 

comes to mind is Brussels, and with good reason. It’s the heart of Europe, a logistical 

hub, a beacon of culture and of course the center of the European Union.  Keep in 

mind though that Belgium has many other cities that are worth paying a visit to as 

well, such as medieval Bruges “The Venice of the north”, dynamic Liège, folkloric 

Namurand cultural Ghent. Belgium has a great variety of activities to offer, from 

swimming in the North Sea to hiking in the south. You will find you will run out of time 

before you run out of things to do or places to visit. 

 

Belgium is positioned in the heart of Europe 

Belgium has world-class transportation infrastructure. Connected by air through 5 

international airports and a high-speed train network linking London, Paris and 

Amsterdam to our capital at less than 2 hours of travel time, our unique geographical 

location ensures you can make the most of your European trip. Our dependable public 

transportation system connects almost every city in Belgium, which makes Belgium 

very accessible for sightseeing. For example, our coast tram, connecting all the cities 

along the coast line, is the longest tram line in the world with its 68 km. With the 

seaport of Antwerp and the inland port of Liège both being the second largest in 
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Europe, we also offer outstanding water transport facilities, which can be great if you 

plan on making a cruise.  

 

It’s a great place to explore culture 

Unique landmarks and landscapes surround every corner. Belgium has more castles 

per square kilometer than any other country in the world, and every one of them is 

worth visiting. You can find plenty of inspiring art in our wonderful museums, for 

example the 15th and 16th century art of our Flemish Primitives. Want to literally step 

back in time? Visit one of the museums dedicated to the industrial age in Wallonia or 

the museums near the coast in memory of the Great War. Also, Belgium has world 

monopoly on comics. We even have our own Belgian Comic Strip Centre in Brussels 

displaying the adventures of Belgian heroes such as Tintin (Hergé), Lucky Luke 

(Morris) and the Smurfs (Peyo). Belgian summer stands for cultural events for young 

and old. Enjoy sand sculptures in Blankenberge during the world’s biggest Sand 

Sculpture Festival. Marvel through the streets of Ghent during the Gentse Feesten, the 

biggest open air cultural event in Europe, or be entertained during the traditional 

carnival Gilles des Binches, recognized as Intangible World Heritage by UNESCO. 

In2015 Mons is honored as the European capital of culture which will be celebrated 

yearlong by special exhibitions, music and dance demonstrations, literature 

exhibitions and festivals. Which makes this year the perfect time to visit Mons. 

 

Gastronomy 

Belgians like to eat, which will become increasingly clear to you when you peruse the 

streets of any major city in Belgium. Restaurants and café’s at every corner, and 

something to find for everyone’s taste. Whether you like it sweet and decide to buy 

something at a bakery (which, incidentally, you will find anywhere – we like our 

chocolate and desserts!), want to go grab a serving of famous Belgian fries, or prefer 

it more classy and book a table in one of our many top restaurant, you can have your 

pick. But, even more than they like to eat, Belgians love to drink.  

 

Belgian beer, a diverse and historic tradition  

Belgium has a rich tradition in brewing beer. There are more than 2500 different 

varieties to choose from. Brewing beer is such an important art in Belgium that it was 

the first to found a brewery school. Any café you enter, will have an incredible 

assortment of beers to offer. In 2014, a Belgian beer was voted world’s best beer. In 

Belgium drinking beer and pairing a specific beer with your food has become just as 

important as choosing the right wine. To maximize the flavor and experience, every 

beer is served in its own unique glass. Really get in the Belgian spirit and go visit a 

brewery, followed by a beer tasting that will leave you in no doubt as to why Belgian 

beer is so far-famed. 

 

And last but not least, Belgium is a country of music and festivals  

Belgium is especially nice to visit during the summer, seeing as you can do all of the 

above, and visit a Belgian music festival as well. From June until September, there is 
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a wide range of music festivals to pick from. Tomorrow land is the biggest electronic 

music festival in the world. If electronic music is not really your thing, Rock Werchter 

might be, seeing as it was named best music festival in the world 6 times in a row. 

Another “alternative” can be Dour Festival, self-proclaimed as the ‘European 

Alternative Music Event'. And there are a whole bunch of music festivals with different 

music genres in between. The possibilities are endless. 

So as you can see, Belgium might be a small country, but it is a great one to visit. 

 

• http://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/documentation/publications_and_multimedia/brochures_belgium/ 

• http://diplomatie.belgium.be/en/Newsroom/multimedia/ 

• http://www.visitbelgium.com/ 

• http://visitbrussels.be/ 

• http://www.visitflanders.com/index.html 

 

For further information of the Networking Conference on “Discover Belgium”, please 

contact : 

 

Mrs. Tran Tuyet Trang  

Embassy of Belgium 

9Fl., Hanoi Towers, 49 Hai Ba Trung St., Hanoi  

Tel : 84-4-3 9 346 182  

E-mail: hanoi@sprb.irisnet.be  

 


