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PRESS RELEASE 

Belgium, EU and Vietnam examine European integration 
 
Hanoi – Today, Vietnam’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Embassy of Belgium and the Delegation 
of the European Union to Vietnam, co-organised a seminar entitled “The European Union in the 21st 
Century: The EU integration process and the interaction between EU’s supranational institutions 
and the national EU Member States”.  
 
The seminar, facilitated through the EU-Vietnam Strategic Dialogue Facility, was organised as part 
of the overall efforts to strengthen EU-Vietnam relations and to support the implementation of the 
EU-Vietnam Partnership Cooperation Agreement (PCA) as well as to commemorate the 40th 
Anniversary of diplomatic relations between the Kingdom of Belgium and the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam.  
 
The presentations at the seminar aimed at providing a better insight in the scope and functioning of 
the EU on the world scene including the EU’s relations with the Asian region and in particular with 
Vietnam.  Specifically, the seminar reviewed the interaction between EU’s supranational institutions 
and the EU Member States as well as the decision-making of the EU institutions and the negotiation 
process with the EU Member States. The role of EU Member States’ within the bloc and the 
European integration process, with a particular focus on Belgium, drawing on 50 years of experience 
as a member state of the Union, were also the prominent topics for discussion at the seminar. 
 
Keynote speakers included H.E. Bui Thanh Son, Deputy Foreign Minister, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Vietnam;  H.E. M. Dirk Achten, Vice-Minister, President of the Board of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation of Belgium  and H.E. Dr. Franz 
Jessen, Ambassador and Head of Delegation of the European Union. 
 
The seminar also received the participation by other European experts including Mr. Pierre 
Defraigne, Executive Director of the Madariaga-College of Europe Foundation, and lecturer in the 
College of Europe and at the Institute for European Studies, Belgium, Ambassador Marc Otte, 
Director General, Royal Institute of International Relations (Egmont), Brussels, Belgium and 
Ambassador Xavier Demoulin, Former Director General, European Affairs, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Foreign Trade and Development Cooperation of Belgium,  to share their knowledge and 
experience on European Union affairs and in particular on Belgium’s role as a Member States in the 
EU. 
 
In his speech, H.E. M Dirk Achten highlighted that the relations between Belgium and Vietnam 
“have evolved from development cooperation to a rich patchwork of partnerships in various sectors, 
both at the level of central Governments, regional authorities as well as through academic 



cooperation or business partnerships”. And he continued: “Vietnam is now more prosperous, and 
has an ambitious international agenda, including full integration in multilateral and international 
organisations. As a privileged partner of Vietnam, Belgium is committed to contribute to this 
international integration”.  
 
Dr. Franz Jessen emphasized the importance of Vietnam's current role of coordinator for relations 
with the EU inside ASEAN.  He said that “advancing our bilateral cooperation, recently by the EU-
Vietnam Partnership Cooperation Agreement signed in June 2012, is one of the EU priorities in the 
region. Additionally, we believe that Europe's experience in regional integration can also be of 
relevance for Vietnam inside ASEAN". 
 
The seminar was attended by high-ranking officials from the National Assembly, from various 
ministries, including the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Planning and Investment, Ministry 
of Science and Technology, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of National Defence, Ministry of 
Education and Training, Ministry of Transport and by representatives from leading Vietnamese 
academic and research institutions. Furthermore there were representatives from various EU Member 
State Embassies and the European Union Delegation.  
 
Background Information 

The EU-Vietnam Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA) was signed on 27 June 2012. It 
replaces the 1995 Cooperation Agreement between Vietnam and the EU. When fully in force, the 
PCA will cover areas of co-operation in more than 40 sectors between Vietnam and the EU. As a 
comprehensive framework, the PCA will facilitate a broader and more diversified partnership 
between Vietnam and the EU.  
 
Media Contacts: Ms Vien Ngoc Bich, Press and Information Section, Delegation of the European 
Union to Vietnam, email: bich.vien@eeas.europa.eu, tel: 04 3 9461783 or Mr. Tran Ngoc Dinh, 
Project Coordinator, email: Dinh.Tran@sofreco.biz, tel: 04 3 5162696 

 


