
UPR 18 - Belgian local declaration 
  
 “On the occasion of yesterday's Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of Vietnam that took place 

in the United Nations Human Rights Council in Geneva, Belgium congratulates Vietnam on 

the progress made since its last UPR, in particular regarding the reduction of the scope of 

the death penalty, the signature of the Convention against Torture and the progress made 

in the field of social and economic rights.  

  

Belgium calls on Vietnam to use the opportunity as a member of the Human Rights Council 

(2014-2016) to strengthen Human Rights, both internally and in its actions on the 

international scene. As a responsible member, Vietnam should set an example by taking the 

necessary steps to fully comply with its obligations under the international Human Rights 

Treaties it has signed, especially the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

(ICCPR) and the Convention against Torture, for which we would plead for swift ratification. 

We would also encourage Vietnam to issue a standing invitation to the Special Rapporteurs, 

as this further enables the existing UN mechanisms to provide objective input for important 

exercises such as the UPR. Vietnam will also have to achieve significant progress on a 

number of recommendations that it had accepted during the first cycle of the UPR.  

  

Belgium remains particularly concerned with regard to a number of arrests that have been 

made and that go against the basic principles of freedom of opinion, of expression, of the 

press and of assembly. The release of all prisoners of conscience would be a very welcome 

first step. 

  

Therefore, yesterday, in the framework of Vietnam’s second UPR, Belgium formulated a 

series of recommendations which we see as crucial on Vietnam’s road to full compliance 

with international Human Rights standards. 

 

The recommendations include a series of actions on political rights and freedoms, 

specifically on freedom of expression, assembly and religion or belief, which Vietnam would 

need to take to comply fully with international standards and its own obligations under the 

ICCPR. They also include a further reduction of the scope for application of the death 

penalty and an eventual moratorium on executions in line with UNGA resolution 67/176 as 

well as the publication of statistics and a higher level of transparency when it comes to 

persons on death row. 

 

Alongside the rest of the international community and the European Union in particular, 

Belgium stands ready to support Vietnam on these issues.” 

 


